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v Special Education Attorney

v Parent of a Child with Dyslexia

v Certified Child Advocate

v Juvenile Defense Attorney

v Manifestation Hearings / Expulsion Defense

v Former CSDE State Appointed Surrogate

v Former SEEK of CT Executive Board Member

v COPAA Presenter / Attorney Development Committee

v Let’s Talk Sped Law Podcast
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v Special Education Attorney

v Also admitted in NY

v Parent-to-Parent Mentor

v Parent of Three Adult / Teen Children with Needs
v Autism Spectrum Disorder

v Anxiety

v ADHD
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Disclaimers
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Unknowns



Common Acronyms

• IDEA – Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

• FAPE – Free Appropriate Public Education

• LRE – Least Restrictive Environment

• IEP – Individualized Education Program

• PPT – Planning and Placement Team

• PLOP – Present Levels of Performance

• CT-SEDS – Connecticut Special Education Data System

4



CT-SEDS: Has Arrived!

• Connecticut Special Education Data System (“CT-SEDS”)

• State-wide

• Web-based

• Parent portal access

• Document storage and interactive for IEPs & other 
related documents

• Purpose to support developing compliant IEPs & access 
to student data for multiple users (teachers, district 
state, CSDE, parents)
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“Five Things to Know about the State’s New 
Special Education Data Management System” 

…DID YOU KNOW…

1: Statewide use by all districts for all 84,000 special ed 
students.
2: Parent portal electronic access to IEP & related documents

3: Translated into 10 languages
4: Costs $1M annually, paid by federal grant IDEA funding, at 
no costs to all school districts
5: Relieves districts the burden of gathering and reporting data 
annually to CSDE.
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See, CT Examiner, 9.4.20 https://ctexaminer.com/2020/09/04/five-things-to-know-about-the-states-new-special-education-data-management-system/

https://ctexaminer.com/2020/09/04/five-things-to-know-about-the-states-new-special-education-data-management-system/


When Does Your Child’s 
IEP Switch to CT-SEDS?

• For new IEPs created after 7/1/22
• Implemented at annual PPT
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• Forte Law Group, Connecticut’s New IEP, An Overview by Special Education 
Attorney: https://www.fortelawgroup.com/connecticuts-new-iep-an-overview/

• CSDE New IEP Resources link: https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/New-
IEP/New-IEP-CT-SEDS

• CSDE New IEP Template: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-
Education/New-IEP/Draft-IEP-August-2021.pdf

• Side-by-Side Comparison of the Current Connecticut IEP and the New 
IEP: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-
IEP/IEP_SideBySide.pdf

• New IEP – Supplementary Aides and Services: https://portal.ct.gov/-
/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/New-IEP—Supplementary-Aids-and-
Services-_-Accomm_Mod_AT-Examples.pdf

• CAS & CSDE CT-SEDS Overview with Bryan Klimkiewicz: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcPHG40acOk

• Bureau of Special Education Update from Bryan Klimkiewicz, CSDE Special 
Education Division Director: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AwXjxcfHONI

• IEP Training Modules: https://ct.ieptraining.org/

• IEP Preview Series: https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/New-
IEP-CT-SEDS/CT-SEDS-Preview-Series/IEP-Preview-Series

• CT-SEDS Documents/Templates: https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/New-
IEP/New-IEP-CT-SEDS/CT-SEDS-Documents-Templates

8

https://www.fortelawgroup.com/connecticuts-new-iep-an-overview/
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/New-IEP-CT-SEDS
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/Draft-IEP-August-2021.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/IEP_SideBySide.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/New-IEP---Supplementary-Aids-and-Services-_-Accomm_Mod_AT-Examples.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcPHG40acOk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AwXjxcfHONI
https://ct.ieptraining.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/New-IEP-CT-SEDS/CT-SEDS-Preview-Series/IEP-Preview-Series
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/New-IEP-CT-SEDS/CT-SEDS-Documents-Templates


9

Separate Stand-Alone Documents
Outside of the New IEP

Prior Written Notice

Prior Written Notice 
Actions 
Proposed/Refused 
Reference Guide

Planning and 
Placement Team 
(PPT) Record of 
Meeting

Summary of Planning 
and Placement Team 
(PPT)

Least Restrictive 
Environment (LRE) 
Procedural Checklist

Summary of 
Performance

See https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/New-
IEP-CT-SEDS/CT-SEDS-Documents-Templates

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-Prior-Written-Notice-July-2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/PWN-Actions-Proposed-Refused-Ref-Guide-7-1-2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-PPT-Record-of-Meeting---July-2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-Summary-of-PPT-Meeting-July-2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-LRE-July-2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-Summary-of-Performance-July-2022.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/New-IEP-CT-SEDS/CT-SEDS-Documents-Templates
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Prior Written Notice

See https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-Prior-
Written-Notice-July-2022.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-Prior-Written-Notice-July-2022.pdf
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PPT Record of Meeting

See https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-PPT-
Record-of-Meeting---July-2022.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-PPT-Record-of-Meeting---July-2022.pdf
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Summary of PPT

See https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-
Summary-of-PPT-Meeting-July-2022.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-Summary-of-PPT-Meeting-July-2022.pdf
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Least Restrictive Environment Checklist (LRE)

See https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-LRE-
July-2022.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-LRE-July-2022.pdf
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Summary of Performance (SOP)
A Summary of Performance (SOP) is required for each student with an individualized education 
program (IEP) whose eligibility under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
terminates due to graduation from secondary school with a regular high school diploma, or due 
to exceeding the age of eligibility for a free appropriate public education (FAPE)

See https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-
Summary-of-Performance-July-2022.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/CT-SEDS-Summary-of-Performance-July-2022.pdf
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*Adopted from Autism Speaks, GP IEP Guide, 08/19/11.

IEP Timeline 
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Evaluations/Progress 
Data 

Present Levels of 
Academic and 

Functional 
Performance

Measurable and 
Specific Goals

Measurable and 
Specific Objectives

Related Services 
necessary to achieve 
goals and objectives 

IEP BASICS
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CSDE 3.28.22 CT-SEDS Session 4 Special 
Education Referral and Eligibility 
Determination IEP Preview Series

See link, https://portal.ct.gov/-
/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-
IEP/IEP-Preview-Series-4-Referral-and-
Eligibility-3-28-22.pdf

What the 
school team 
sees in CT-SEDS

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/IEP-Preview-Series-4-Referral-and-Eligibility-3-28-22.pdf
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What the 
school team 
sees in CT-SEDS



Page-by-Page IEP
Comparison Between
Current and New IEP
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• Primary Disability: The new IEP format will no 
longer list all the IDEA’s 13 special education 
eligibility categories. It will, however, state the 
eligibility category for the student.

• Reason for Meeting: This section will explain the 
purpose of the meeting. Unfortunately, the new 
IEP format will not list all the reasons as in the 
former IEP format. The reasons to hold a PPT 
meeting typically include but are not limited to: 
review referral for special education, plan for 
evaluations/reevaluations, determine eligibility, 
determine continued eligibility, development of 
the IEP, review or review the IEP, conduct annual 
review, transition planning, manifestation 
determination, and other.

• IEP Amendment Information: This section of the 
new IEP will contain more details in what revisions, 
and /or amendments are made to a student’s 
current IEP. Any sections of the IEP that are 
amended will state the section name within the 
new IEP that a change has been made.
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CONNECTICUT’S 
NEW IEP 
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• Special Factors (formally pg 10) is now referred to 
as  the “Special Considerations Page.” 

• Front-loaded to the beginning of the new IEP to 
pro-actively address special considerations when 
building the IEP.

• If a BIP is checked yes, CT-SEDs prompts user to 
attach the BIP to the IEP.

• See CSDE CT-SEDs IEP Preview Series Session 5 
held on April 4, 2022 - https://portal.ct.gov/-
/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/IEP-
Preview-Series-5-Diagnostic-Placement---Special-
Considerations_4-4-22.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/IEP-Preview-Series-5-Diagnostic-Placement---Special-Considerations_4-4-22.pdf
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Special Considerations
relating to behavior
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Special Considerations
relating to behavior (cont’d)
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-
Education/New-IEP/PWN-Actions-
Proposed-Refused-Ref-Guide-7-1-2022.pdf

???

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/New-IEP/PWN-Actions-Proposed-Refused-Ref-Guide-7-1-2022.pdf
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Transition Services Requirements
Pursuant to state statute, effective 
July 1, 2021, transition services are 
required for each child requiring 
special education beginning not 
later than the first individualized 
education program (IEP) to be in 
effect when such child turns 14 
years of age, or younger if 
determined appropriate by the 
planning and placement team 
(PPT), and updated annually 
thereafter.

The IEP shall include (A) 
Appropriate measurable 
postsecondary goals based upon 
age appropriate transition 
assessments related to training, 
education, employment, and, 
where appropriate, independent 
living skills; and (B) the transition 
services, including courses of study, 
needed to assist such child in 
reaching those goals.

See 9.17.22 CSDE Memo Re: Changes to 
Statutory Transition Requirements
https://portal.ct.gov/-
/media/SDE/Special-
Education/Secondary-
Transition/September-17-2021-CSDE-
Memo--Changes-to-Statutory-Transition-
Services-Requirements-Effective-July-
1.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Special-Education/Secondary-Transition/September-17-2021-CSDE-Memo--Changes-to-Statutory-Transition-Services-Requirements-Effective-July-1.pdf
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• Stay involved
• Read & know your child’s IEP
• Check the CSDE site frequently
• File a FERPA request 
• Be prepared for your first CT-SEDS PPT
• Connect with special education community 

resources
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